
SELF CONTAINED MODULAR SPACE

Net-Zero +
Off-Grid 
Power Solutions

Google Names General 
Contractors for NASA 
Campus

Google Inc. has selected 
DPR Construction and 
Turner Construction Co. 
to build its proposed 
1.1 million square-foot 
campus at the NASA 
Ames Research Center 
in Mountain View.

The selection marks 
the next milestone 
in a project that 
began more than four 

years ago and that is 
expected to deliver 
an environmentally 
progressive campus that 
should accommodate as 
many as 5,000 workers.

“DPR is part of the 
joint venture along 
with Turner working on 
the Bayview Project,” 
said John Igoe, Google 
director of real estate 

and workplace solutions 
in a brief response to an 
email query from The 
Registry. 

In naming Turner and 
DPR for the job, Google 
has embraced two of the 
country’s largest general 
contractors, according 
to Engineering News-
Record.

BIG ROOM TRAILERS, MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif.
Turner Construction Company 
was recently ranked by ENR 
as the top construction firm in 
the nation for green building.  
With 1,345 staff accredited by 
a third party (such as the US-
GBC) as knowledgeable in the 
practices of green construction, 
Turner Construction Com-
pany has more than twice the 
personnel of all other construc-
tion firms who are dedicated to 
building sustainably.  Multiple 

tiers of managers on the USD 
Fowler Park project, including 
the Project Executive, Proj-
ect Manager, and the Project 
Engineers are all LEED Ac-
credited Professionals who are 
knowledgeable in sustainable 
building practices. 

In addition to implementing 
green building practices into 
the construction project, Turn-
er Construction Company also 

set up its jobsite office in the 
EcoPort Trailer.  This unique 
trailer, formerly stationed at 
the San Diego International 
Airport for the Green Build 
project, features nontoxic and 
formaldehyde-free plywood, 
low E double insulated glass, 
DC powered lights in lieu 
of AC (uses 45% less energy 
than fluorescents), solar and 
wind-generated power, flooring 
made from soybean byprod-

ucts, and a composting toilet.  
The EcoPort Trailer demon-
strates Turner Construction 
Company’s dedication to 
environmental responsibility 
and building green.

FOWLER PARK, UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO, Calif.

Turner Construction Company Demonstrates 
Commitment to Green Construction with 
Building Practices and EcoPort Trailer
by Turner Construction’s Media Division

EcoPort’s Off-Grid trailer was featured in Turner Construction’s 
“2012 Year in Review” San Diego Newsletter. The ad focused on the 
company’s commitment to sustainability, their mission as well as a 
member of their San Diego Sustainability Team. 
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Military Housing Division Blazes Trail into 
the next generation of green building
by Staff Reports at Balfour Beatty Public Affairs

F. E. WARREN AIR FORCE BASE, Wyo.
The West has long been a symbol of 
America's pioneer spirit. Although the 
days of covered wagons traversing de-
serted prairies have ceded to smart cars 
navigating bustling freeways, Balfour 
Beatty Construction's Military Hous-
ing Division recently 
proved that the dream 
of forging new fron-
tiers is alive and well -- 
especially in the realm 
of sustainability.  

Thanks to some 
trailblazers at Balfour 
Beatty, F. E. War-
ren Air Force Base, 
Wyo., is now home to a net zero energy 
construction trailer -- the first of its kind 
in all operating companies of Balfour 
Beatty Construction Services, U.S. 

A net zero building is one that, on an 
annual basis, produces as much or more 
energy than it consumes, successfully 
reducing carbon emissions and depen-
dence on fossil fuels. In summer and 
winter months, net zero energy edifices 
can draw their power from a grid. 
During the fall and spring seasons, 
more moderate temperatures allow the 
buildings to produce power and actually 
supply energy to the grid.  

Although a number of countries have 
already established long-term goals re-
garding zero energy building construc-
tion, net zero facilities remain largely 
uncharted territory.  Concerns about 

upfront costs 
have impeded 
their widespread 
adoption in 
both commer-
cial and resi-
dential markets. 
Experts none-
theless antici-
pate that the net 
zero energy 

principle will transform construction 
practices over the next several decades 
and ultimately generate $1.3 trillion in 
global business by 2035. 

With Balfour Beatty's deep commitment 
to sustainability and energy efficiency, it 
was only natural to begin exploring ways 
net zero energy consumption could be 
achieved.

“Net zero is the future of sustainable 
building, and we want to lead the indus-
try by example,” said Jim Taylor, BBC 
Military Housing Division president.

Sustainability champion and director of 
quality/warranty management, Geoff 
Bellchambers, discovered California-
based EcoPort, a company specializing 
in the construction of net zero energy 
mobile spaces powered by renewable 
energy. 

Bellchambers 
collaborated 
with EcoPort 
to design 
and build 
the modular 
facility.  Con-
struction be-
gan in April 
2012, and 
three months 
later, nine 
project team 
members 
moved into 
the greenest 
trailer ever to 
grace a Balfour Beatty jobsite. 

Project manager, Aaron Tighe, observed 
one of the many benefits from working 
inside this super-efficient trailer."It's 29 
degrees outside right now, and the wind 
is blowing upwards of 25 miles per hour, 

but I don't feel a draft," he said."That's 
not what you would expect from a typi-
cal jobsite trailer." The trailer is an im-
pressive hub of sustainable features and 
renewable energy generators, including 
solar panels, wind turbines and Galval-
ume reflective metal siding.

Its interior is equally 
green-equipped with 
programmable thermo-
stats, light sensors and 
plywood.

The net zero trailer 
reduces Balfour Beatty's 
operational carbon foot-
print by 30,000 pounds, 
and compared to the 
construction of a typical 
trailer, its eco-friendly 
manufacturing processes 
prevent more than 33 tons 
of bituminous coal from 
being burned. Because 

its materials include minimal volatile 
organic compounds, the trailer also 
maintains a high indoor air quality, 
resulting in a healthier working environ-
ment for the project team.

"In order to help our clients achieve 
their sustainability goals, Balfour Beatty 

strives to continually advance our build-
ing practices that incorporate envi-
ronmental considerations," said Tracy 
Browne, vice president of sustainability. 
"Net zero facilities will be a catalyst 
for growth and innovation in our 
industry."‘Balfour Beatty is a worldclass 
infrastructure services business operat-
ing across the infrastructure lifecycle, 
with leading positions in major markets’.

‘Ecoport is dedicated to providing lo-
cally based solutions for the provision of 
alternative energy. EcoPort is a NetZero 
Energy Specialist that offers high quality 
mobile spaces that far exceed industry 
standards’.

"It's 29 degrees outside 
right now, and the wind 
is blowing upwards of 25 
miles per hour, but I don't 
feel a draft...That's not 
what you would expect 
from a typical jobsite 
trailer."  -Aaron Tighe 
Project Manager, Balfour 
Beatty Construction.

“Net zero is the future 
of sustainable building, 
and we want to lead the 
industry by example.” 
Jim Taylor, BBC Military 
Housing Division President.
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